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June 30, 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Staff and Community Members, 
 
Good Afternoon!  I hope everyone is enjoying their summer thus far.  In terms of an update, last Friday the 
Governor and Commissioner announced that schools will be reopening in September.  We are all very excited 
to be returning to our beloved schools.  With this announcement, the Department of Education also issued a 
comprehensive guidance document for school districts to plan and prepare.  Although we are opening, many 
provisions will need to be in place so that we may maintain the integrity of our instructional programs while being 
mindful of the health and safety of our students and staff. 
 
As we have been anticipating a decision and corresponding guidance, we began taking next steps in order to be 
prepared.  Over the past month, the district established a Best Practices Committee to review our online 
instructional practices over the past four months.  As a result, we have developed a more robust Online 
Learning Plan in the event that we need to utilize it again in the future.  Governor Murphy did indicate on Friday 
that we need to be prepared to pivot to online learning in the event our state or community’s health status 
changes.  Therefore, we are prepared to pivot in the event we need to do so.   
 
In addition, we have established our Core Beliefs and Guiding Principles for the reopening of schools in 
September.  They are as follows: 
 

1. Health and Safety; of all students and staff. 
2. Communication; ongoing among all constituents. 
3. Learning; uphold the integrity of our instructional program. 
4. Engagement; ensure equitable access for all students. 
5. Wellness; prioritize social and emotional needs and development. 
6. Empathy; caring for one another. 

 
These core beliefs and guiding principles will help influence our decision-making regarding the reopening plan.  
Currently, our principals are developing school-based Pandemic Response Teams.  These teams will be made 
up of building constituents including parent representation in order to continue the planning process regarding 
our hybrid model of learning.  In addition, we have identified district-wide individuals to collaborate on elements 
such as social/emotional plans, a cleaning regiment, health and safety plans, and professional development for 
our staff.   
 
In a couple of weeks, the District Restart Committee will assemble to discuss and finalize our district and school-
based plans.  We will share our reopening plans with the school community around August 1st so that parents 
and staff can make plans accordingly for their families.  During the next month, please be patient with us as we 
develop our plans.  There are many components that we need to consider, and likely other elements that will 
materialize as we progress.  Thank you again for all of your support. 
 
We look forward to our Promotion and Graduation ceremonies next week.  Congratulations to our seniors and 
8th graders on their milestones!  I wish you continued health, and enjoy the upcoming 4th of July weekend! 

 
Be well, 
 
 

 
DAVID M. MICELI, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf

